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proceeding could hardly have been devised. The regiment
had been recently raised, the men were mostly young
recruits not yet thoroughly disciplined, none of them had
been in action, and to be exposed to a fire they were not
permitted to return is trying even to the most experienced
soldiers.
At the approach of our troops the rebel skirmishers
had retired into the village. Seeing our men lying down
in place of charging, they took courage, came out of the
village, and commenced to fire. At the same time their
cavalry appeared from behind the grove of trees, as if
about to attack us in flank. Our militia horse rode
boldly at them, and though far inferior in numbers, and
as a rule much worse mounted, succeeded in driving them
back after a short encounter. But not till a portion of
them had charged through our guns on our left. Our
artillery, like that of the mutineers, was posted on
either flank. As we had only one battery it was divided.
Two guns on the right, two on the left; through these
last the rebels charged. Had they had pluck they
might have captured them, and with the capture of
these guns the rest of our force would have been almost
at their mercy. But Captain Alfred Pearson, the officer
pommanding, kept his men together. And the rebels
seeing this, and that their comrades had turned, hast-
ened to join them. All fled together precipitately, and
took shelter behind the village.
Seeing them fly, one of his officers rode up to the
General and entreated him to let the English soldiers
charge; he guaranteed that if allowed to do so they
would take the village. The General so far yielded as
to permit the men to stand up and return the enemy's
fire, but to the request to allow them to charge he
turned a deaf ear.